
As a Pastor I was wondering what was going on? 
As a Pastor, I often would give the “call for Salvation.” I noticed something, I 
noticed that every time I gave the call, new people would come to accept Christ, 
but there were also a set of same people who would come up every week to be 
saved. I was beginning to get frustrated. I could not understand why every week, 
these same people were trying to get saved again. I realized this happened not only 
in my church, but many churches as well. There is always that one person going up 
every time the call is given to be saved. I did some investigation as to why this is 
and I discovered it is because there isn’t a clear understanding of “Salvation” (See 
study on salvation) and “Sanctification.”  These people thought that every time 
they had a moment during the week, where they might have failed God, or old 
habits might have showed up, that somehow they became unsaved and had to 
become saved again. Many people don’t understand that after you get saved there 
is a process that the Holy Spirit begins in your life called sanctification.   

W H AT  I S  S A N C T I F I C AT I O N ?  
In the Bible the word sanctification and holiness are interchangeable. To sanctify is 
to make holy. Yea, but what does that mean? It means a separation or to be set apart 
for God and for His use. It is the separation of the believer from evil, and the result 
is a life of obedience to the Word of God.  So wait, what does that have to do with 
someone coming to the altar over and over? Well that’s just an intro understanding 
to Sanctification. I wanted you to understand first that sanctification means to be 
set apart. Let’s go deeper. “We are sanctified, we are being sanctified and we will 
be sanctified.” OR, we are separated, we are being separated and we will be 
separated.  What does this mean? There are three thoughts to sanctification. They 
are “positional sanctification or justification”, “progressive/experiential 
sanctification or maturity” and finally “complete sanctification or glorification.”.  



“ P O S I T I O N A L ”  S A N C T I F I C AT I O N  O R  J U S T I F I C AT I O N .  
Justification is a one time work of God. It is the believers verdict of  “not 
guilty.” (Hebrews 10:10) “And by that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  It is a work that God performs at 
our salvation. We are not guilty because the penalty of our sins has been paid for 
by Christ on the cross. We are set free from the penalty of every sin. (Acts 13:39) 
“39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you 
could not be freed by the law of Moses.”  

 Sanctification is a process, think of the Christian life as a straight line. 
Justification is the starting point of the line. The entire line is sanctification itself.  
So we start out “not guilty” or Justified and immediately separated unto God.  We 
experience a change in this initial stage, there is a break off from the power and 
love of sin. The Bible says we become “dead to sin but alive to God” (Romans 
6:11 ). Once sanctification has begun, we are no longer under sin’s dominion 
(Romans 6:14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the 
law, but under grace.) Our desires begin to change, and we develop a love of 
righteousness. Paul calls it “slavery to righteousness” (Romans 6:16-18  16 Don’t 
you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or 
to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though 
you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of 
teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves to righteousness.) A saved person is a set apart person. 
Your position is Christ is free, now the Holy Spirit begins to work in us so that we 
can live that freedom out in our day to day lives. That “living it out,” brings us to 
the second stage.  

  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.17-18


“PROGRESSIVE OR EXPERIENCIAL” SANCTIFICATION. (Maturing) 
Think of a person who gives up citizenship of a foreign country and takes up 
citizenship in the U.S. That piece of paper they received justifies them as 
Americans. However, they might still take a while to adapt to what the American 
experience is all about. They might have to let go of some mindsets of the old 
country and learn new ones now. So it is in the Christian life.The Spirit of God 
begins to work in our lives to clean, and to set us apart for God’s use. I realized as 
a pastor, this second phase of sanctification is why people keep coming back to the 
altar to receive salvation. In the process of being sanctified, if they mess up and 
sin, they feel as though God has removed salvation from them and they lost their 
justified position in Christ. God’s desire is that we should escape every sin. 1 
Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can 
endure it.  

But if you sin forgiveness is available. 1 John 1:8 If we claim to be without sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If 
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in 
us. 1 John 2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 
also for the sins of the whole world.  

Think of it a baby growing and maturing. When we come to Christ we are like 
babies, we will fall and make mistakes. However the Holy Spirit works in us to 
bring us to spiritual maturity. This process of cleaning us, that the Holy Spirit does 
in us will continue till we meet Jesus. In essence, “progressive sanctification” is 
becoming in lifestyle what we already are in positionally in “phase one.”  The Holy 
Spirit operates in believers to free them experientially from the power of sin and 



death. We are gradually being changed everyday to be like Christ. It is important to 
understand how this works.  We are to trust God to sanctify us ( Philippians 
1:6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.) One of the ways God helps us to make right 
choices is by renewing us. Romans 12:2 2 Do not be conformed to this world,3 but 
be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

The Holy Spirit will work and help the believer who yields to Him. Galatians  
5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 
things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 
divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I 
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.  

Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

Living one day at a time and making good decisions that yields to the Spirit will 
cause you to see a practical experiential change in your lifestyle.  
Colossians 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory.5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once walked, 



when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put 
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its 
creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.12 Put on then, as God's 
chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

1 Peter 1:14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which 
were yours in your ignorance,15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your behavior;16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for 
I am holy.  
A saved person is being sanctified everyday, until we meet Jesus. We will fail at 
times, now I want to make it clear this does not mean you have a license to sin. 
There is a difference between deliberately willful sinning and those that might 
struggle.Hebrews 10: 26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful 
expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 
28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence 
of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be 
deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned 
the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit 
of grace?  
We will have moments where we struggle, but it is very important to remember 
that there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ. (Romans 8:1) 



COMPLETE OR ULTIMATE SALVATION. ( Glorification) 
1 Thessalonians 5:23, “May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and 
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” The final stage is the ultimate or complete sanctification of the 
believer. It occurs when we meet Jesus. 

Revelation 21:27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what 
is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
Since nothing unclean can enter heaven we must be made perfect at that point. The 
sanctification of the whole person. The body, soul, and spirit will finally be 
complete when the Lord Jesus returns and we receive glorified bodies. Philippians 
3:21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 
that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

When we meet Christ we will live in a glorified state, this is the ultimate separation 
from sin, a total sanctification. We will be like Jesus.  1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are 
God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.  

So to sum it up, these three phases of sanctification separate the believer from the 
penalty of sin (justification), the power of sin (maturity), and the presence of sin 
(glorification).  
Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those 
of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God 
will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.
17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according 
to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and 
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now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end 
is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set 
on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his 
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 


